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WHOOPING COUGH VACCINATIONS 

191. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the alarming article in The West Australian indicating that there have been almost 1 200 cases of 

whooping cough to date this year—more than triple the number of cases at the same time last year. 

(1) Considering only seven per cent of Western Australian adults have had a booster, as opposed to 11 per 

cent nationally, would the government consider offering the booster to all parents at hospitals following 

the birth of their child instead of leaving the onus on time-challenged parents of newborns to try to 

arrange appointments for a booster shot? 

(2) The free whooping cough booster vaccine for parents, grandparents and carers of babies under 

six months of age is set to expire on 30 June. Will the government commit to permanently extending the 

free booster vaccine? 

(3) Given that Western Australia has the worst vaccination rate in the nation, what is the state government 

doing to boost vaccination rates? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)–(3) Sitting on my right in this house is an excellent example of this government’s whooping cough 

vaccination program. The Minister for Regional Development, who just had a child a week ago—

congratulations on that—was offered a whooping cough vaccination when his child was born. On top of 

that, his father was also offered the free vaccine by the government. I do not know whether the Deputy 

Leader of the Opposition knows—we have been advertising; perhaps the member missed it—but we 

had a free vaccination program and a program for all GPs to encourage grandparents who are carers of 

children to have the whooping cough vaccine because of the very large increase in the number of people 

with whooping cough in this state—1 200, as the member mentioned. Recently, I read an article—I am 

fairly certain it was in the paper—in which it was announced that we were extending that to other 

members of the family, including parents. Therefore, it is a concern. The member may remember the 

very sad case of the death of the child in Northam that was related to whooping cough. It is critically 

important that people are vaccinated and we have been very strong in this state on promoting 

vaccination and will continue to do so.  

 


